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to enter the smaller tributaries, where the rubber was obtained at
greater cost and greater risk. There followed a decreased output
which was not compensated by an increased price, as there was
severe competition from the plantations in Malaya where labour
was plentiful and cheap. To meet this competition plantations
have been established in various states, but, with the present over-
production in the East, it is unlikely that they will serve to replace
Brazil In the position which it has lost. Moreover, the men, capital,
and organized transport required for effective competition are all
lacking. In addition to Hevea brasiliensis, the product of which Is
known on the market as Para rubber, there are several other trees
in the Amazon basin from which rubber Is extracted. Of these, the
most important is Castilloa dastica, which grows on the drier uplands;
the rubber obtained from It Is of inferior quality.
Manaos, at the confluence of the Amazon and the Rio Negro, is
the collecting point for rubber in the interior, and Pani, on the
Tocantins, the port from which It is sent abroad.    The production
of rubber in  Brazil during the years 1907-8-9-10 averaged 35,000
metric tons per year, or over 55 per cent of  the world's supply.
In 1914 Brazil produced 33,500 tons, or 28 per cent of the world's
supply and, in 1920, 23,000 tons, or 6 per cent.    Since then produc-
tion has still further declined, and in 1935 did not exceed 2 per cent.
Among other important products of the forest are Brazil nuts,
cocoa, and timber.    Cocoa declined with the development of the
rubber industry, and Is of less importance than formerly.    The trees
grow wild, only a few plantations exist, and less than one^tentli of
the whole Brazilian crop of cocoa now comes from this region.    It is
remarkable that towns like Manaos and Para, situated In, the great
selvas of South America, should formerly have imported more timber
than they exported, but it is explained by the great diversity of
trees in the forest,  the enormous amount of undergrowth,  the
scarcity of labour, and the hardness of the wood, which renders it
unsuitable for many purposes.    As foreign supplies of timber and
coal failed during 1914-18 there was increased activity in the forests,
and the amount exported is steadily Increasing ; It consists mainly
of cedar and freijo, the latter a substitute for oak.
THE ATLANTIC MARGINS. The coastal regions of the Brazilian
massif, from the State of San Maraiihao to that of Rio de Janeiro,
may be considered under this title, although several subdivisions